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the river to Sampollon. Higher up there were few
incidents, and Lebron, ascending the mountains,
arrived at Velez in December 1540, after six
months of hard work, and the loss of many of his
followers. He was received as Governor by the
settlers at Velez.

Witen Hernan Perez de Quesada heard of this
unexpected arrival he sent a messenger to Lebron
to warn him that the municipalities of Bogota and
Tunja could not acknowledge that an appointment
as Governor of Santa Martha by the Audiencia of
San Domingo was sufficient authority for super-
seding the discoverer. Hernan Perez then marched
with a force of 200 foot and 100 horsel to oppose
him. Lebron, reinforced by the settlers at Velez,
advanced with an equal force. A battle seemed
imminent. But Captain Suarez Kondon intervened,
and an interview was arranged. The majority
of the settlers were resolved not to receive Lebron
lest he should revoke or disturb the grants of
encomiendas. Seeing this, Lebron wisely decided
that his best plan was to retire. He made a small
fortune by the sale of horses, slaves, clothing, and
arms at exorbitant prices, and embarked at

1 Some horses had been left by Belalcazar, raising the number
from fifty-nine to a hundred.
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